e Columbia Nursery

Benefits and Uses of Neem Oil in the Garden

®& Benefits of Using Neem Oil in the Garden
¢ Natural Pest Control: Neem oil disrupts feeding, reproduction, and growth of over 200 insect species.
* Fungicide Properties: Helps control fungal diseases like powdery mildew, black spot, rust, and leaf spot.
¢ Miticide: Effective against mites, including spider mites.
e Safe for Most Plants: Safe on vegetables, fruits, herbs, and ornamentals when diluted correctly.
¢ Biodegradable & Organic: Breaks down quickly and is OMRI-listed for organic gardening.

¢ Dual Action - Preventative & Curative: Works both as a contact insecticide and a systemic treatment.

 What Neem Oil Treats

Common targets by issue type:
Type of Issue Common Targets

Insects Aphids, thrips, whiteflies, beetles,
caterpillars, mealybugs, fungus gnats,
scale insects, spider mites

Fungi Powdery mildew, downy mildew, rust,
black spot, leaf spot

Mites Spider mites, broad mites

Nematodes Suppresses some soil-borne nematodes
when applied as a soil drench

b Is Neem Oil Harmful to Beneficial Insects?

When used correctly (early morning or late evening, and not sprayed directly on pollinators), neem oil is generally
safe for beneficial insects such as bees, ladybugs, lacewings, and parasitic wasps.

Mode of Action: Neem oil primarily affects chewing and sucking insects that ingest treated plant material. It does
not kill on contact like broad-spectrum pesticides.
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Exceptions: Neem oil can harm beneficial insects if sprayed directly. Repeated heavy use may disrupt the garden's
ecological balance.

& Best Practices for Using Neem Oil
¢ Apply in the evening or early morning to avoid harming pollinators and prevent leaf burn.
¢ Test on a few leaves before full application, especially on delicate plants.
* Reapply every 7-14 days, or after heavy rain.

¢ Mix properly: Typically 1-2 tablespoons per gallon of water, with a mild surfactant like a few drops of dish soap.
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